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REURIS location in Priorities of 
Central Europe programme 

Priority 3
Using our Environment 
Responsibly

Area of intervention P3.1
Developing a High Quality 
Environment by Managing and 
Protecting Natural Resources 
and Heritage
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• using rivers mainly as drop sites for 
municipal sewage, 

• perceiving rivers as sources of 
threats (e.g. flooding), 

• lack of spatial order,

• lack of a coherent strategy for 
managing urban river spaces . 

Degradation of riverside areas in 
cities stems from long-lasting past 
practice of: 

Common problems from past 
practices
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• restoring the proper functions and 
natural heritage of urban rivers 

• their sustainable integration within 

urban space .

Progress in pro-ecological 
technologies (e.g. wastewater 
treatment and management) and 
increase of social welfare in CE give a 
chance for:

Common opportunities
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REURIS is important because:

None of CE regions has developed a full set of
tools for multidimensional (economic, 
engineering, social involvement, 
policymaking, spatial planning, etc.) 
management of urban river spaces

Similar strategies for water areas 
management  can be applied in different 
regions because of general similarity of 
socio-economic, environmental and political 
conditions/trends across CE

The project embraces categories of waters 
and types of urban river spaces commonly 
existing across CE

Common challenges
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Katowice

Bydgoszcz

Stuttgart

Leipzig

Brno

Plzen

REURIS partners
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PP1 (LP) – Central Mining Institute, Katowice, 
Poland – Leader Partner

PP2 – City of Katowice, Poland 

PP3 – City of Bydgoszcz, Poland

PP4 – City of Brno, Czech Republic 

PP5 – Urban Planning and Development 
Institute of the City of Pilsen, Czech 
Republic

PP6 – Municipality of Stuttgart, Office of 
Urban Planning and Urban Development, 
Germany

PP7 – Aufbauwerk Region Leipzig GmbH, 
Germany

PP8 – University of Leipzig, Germany

REURIS partners
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Application submitted to JTS in Vienna –
1st call: 14/04/2008
Preliminary acceptance by Monitoring 
Committee: July 2008; some   
improvements necessary 
Project REURIS duration: 01/09/2008 –
31/08/2011 
Application Form improved, changes 
accepted by JTS – September 2008
Requested documents (e.g. co-financing 
statements) updated and accepted –
October 2008 
Subsidy Contract signed - December 2008 
Partnership agreement signed - May 2009

REURIS project history

Priorities of CE

Problems

Partners

Goals and tasks

REURIS history

Work packages

Main objectives

Pilot actions

Innovative elements



Leszek Trz� ski
Stuttgart 3th November
Public event Page 10 

Implementation of strategies and 
activities aimed at revitalisation 
(reconstruction of natural and cultural 
resources) and management of urban 
river spaces

Testing strategies and tools in practice 
and assessment of effectiveness

REURIS goals
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Each REURIS partner is interested in: 

increase of local communities’
interest in quality of urban river 
space

creation of a holistic approach to the 
entire process of planning, 
designing and realisation of 
revitalisation undertakings

implementation or at least designing 
pilot investments

REURIS tasks
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Each REURIS partner is interested in: 

improvement of public access to river 
channel

emergence of recreational space along 
the river

improvement of natural habitats in river 
corridor

creation of procedures for co-operative 
planning of urban river space 

elaboration of relevant consensus 
methods 

REURIS tasks
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Crucial for most partners are also: 

planning of river corridor, functioning 
as the city’s green axis, 

increasing of flood protection, 

water tourism, 

stormwater management, 

cultural heritage, 

paths for pedestrians and cyclists.

elaborating procedures for external 
financing of activities,

REURIS tasks
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Work package Core output 

WP1 Project management 
and coordination

-

WP2 Communication, 
knowledge 
management and 
dissemination

Publication of REURIS 
Best Practice Handbook

WP3 Development of 
implementation 
methods 

Transnational manual for 
implementation methods:  

Part 1:  Existing methods 

Part 2: Public/stakeholders 
involvement 

Part 3: Financial issues

Part 4: Cooperative 
planning 

WP4 Planning and 
investment

Guidelines on detailed 
revitalisation principles 

Work Packages and core outputs
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Work package cost
(EUR)

% of 
total 
cost

WP1 Project management 
and coordination

458 853 13,46

WP2 Communication, 
knowledge 
management and 
dissemination

300 220 8,81

WP3 Development of 
implementation 
methods 

300 220 24,15

WP4 Planning and 
investment

1826965 53,59

Work Packages and cost
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1.development of decision 
support system for 
revitalisation of urban river 
spaces (actions within WP3)

2.elaboration/demonstration of 
detailed principles of 
revitalisation (WP4). 

Main objectives
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The objective: „ development of 
decision support system” will be 
carried out by: 

evaluation of existing implementation 
methods (nearly finished), 

testing & verification of public 
involvement methods, 

analyses of  benefits from 
revitalisation, 

transfer of knowledge/experience for 
improving cooperative planning .

Main objectives
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The objective „ elaboration /

demonstration of detailed principles 

of revitalisation” will be carried out by 

practical development of 6 pilot 

actions including 6 individual projects 

and 5 investments

Main objectives
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6 pilot actions - 5 of them include 
investment

Demonstration of :
• common approach to revitalization 

• common tools  

Pilot action consists of:  
• cooperative planning  

• technical design 
• pilot investment 
• monitoring of the results  
• elaboration of practical guidelines

Pilot actions
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� Valley of � lepiotka in Katowice – partial 
renaturisation of river channell and 
restoration of local ecological corridor, 
increase of water retention capacity, 
improvement of storm-water 
management, restoration of  landscape 
resources 

� Bydgoszcz Old Canal – reconstruction 
of water flow with reference to historical 
tradition of the place, planting of native 
trees and shrubs, introducing 
demonstrative landscape elements, 
adapting the adjacent area for 
educational and leisure functions 

Pilot actions
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� Old Ponavka in Brno - creation of green 
corridor along artificial river fork in 
post-industrial area  (pilot action with 
no investment) 

� River valley(s) in Plzen - establishment 
of local biocentre in riverside as an 
element of future ecological network of 
the city  

Pilot actions
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� Valley of river Feuerbach in Stuttgart –
partial renaturisation of river channell and 
floodplains in brownfield area, oriented on 
creation of aquatic and amphibian habitats, 
development of retention areas, increase of 
biodiversity 

� Local rivers and canals in Leipzig –
implementation of soil bioengineering 
techniques for renaturalization of shore 
lines in areas impacted by lignite mining  -
activities oriented on increase of habitat 
diversity and establishment of local 
ecological links

Pilot actions
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Process-oriented innovation:

Creating procedure & methodology 
embracing all stages from general 
studies of local catchment conditions,
through detailed analyses for individual 
parts of river spaces, design works,
implementation and monitoring of 
implementation results

Innovative elements 
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Goal-oriented innovation:

In contrast to earlier programs realised 
in CE for urban rivers and their 
surroundings, the project ends with 
realising pilot objects (or at least a 
detailed technical project) and 
conclusions about lessons from 
realisation. 

Innovative elements 
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Context-oriented innovation:

Multidisciplinarity of the expert teams 
with simultaneous involvement of a 
broad range of stakeholders.

Solving a problem from the field of 
common interest of politicians, 
planners, environmental managers, 
water administrators, communal 
services, NGOs and local dwellers 

Creation of common means of 
communication among those groups

Innovative elements 
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1. city inhabitants & users of river 
spaces in CE cities.
Needs: increase of quality of life by 
increase of quality of urban river spaces

2. municipal & regional decision-
makers.
Needs: creating plannistic, engineering,
economic and social tools to implement 
undertakings devoted to restoring green-
blue axes

3. spatial planners, both practitioners 
and creators of innovative 
approaches and solutions

Target groups
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4. specialists (economists,
sociologists, engineers, water 
administrators, naturalists,
hydrologists, geologists, etc.) involved 
in actions for river spaces 

5. local and regional political leaders 

6. NGOs interested in organising pro-
social activities for revitalisation of 
riparian areas 

Target groups
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REURIS – target groups

Indirect beneficiaries:

owners and users of land adjacent to 
urban river spaces 

businesses interested in economic 
development (activisation) of 
adjacent areas 

research institutions dealing with 
multidisciplinary fields embracing 
environmental, social and economic 
sciences
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We expect that organising a 
local community around a 
positive undertaking will 
contribute to solving many 
existing local conflicts as well 
as to improving the mechanisms 
of functioning of local 
communities and increasing the 
degree of their integration

Target groups
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Thank you for your
attention

Leszek Trz � ski

Central Mining Institute

ltrzaski@gig.eu


