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In short

The “Revitalisation of
Pilsen’s River Valleys”
project aims to harness the
potential of the rivers in the
city. Its vision is based on
cooperation between all the
stakeholders involved and it
will capitalise on all the
features the local rivers
offer. These are ecological
aspects, such as the
uniqueness of the fluvial
landscape, flood
management, and the
protection of nature and the
environment, and economic
aspects, such as regional
development, ecotourism,
and recreation.

The sport and recreational
path system in Pilsen’s river
valleys

Combined walking/cycling/in-
line skating paths offer
relaxation in green
surroundings, as well as a
safe mode of transport in the
city

This project is part of

R

of Urban River Spaces

REURIS

Revitalisation of Pilsen’s river valleys

Our ancestors mainly built their settlements near w atercourses.

However, few cities can boast such a unique urban |  ayout
covering several river valleys at the same time as is the case in
Pilsen. The city was founded by King Wenceslas Il i  n 1295 at the

confluence of four rivers: the Uslava, Uhlava, Radb  uza, and Mze.
Social development, the growing requirements for sp ace, and
technical measures in the second half of the 20 ™ century caused
alienation between the rivers running through the c ity and its
inhabitants. The rivers were denied their natural s  pace in their
alluvial plains and became a source of great concer n during
floods. The river landscape near people’s homes was no longer
seen as an environment for recreation and a life in harmony with
nature.

At the beginning of the 21 St century, our understanding of
watercourses in urbanised areas is changing signifi cantly. The
river landscape is being restored and its importanc e as a valuable
natural urban space is growing.

Pilsen’s rivers and the REURIS project

The City of Pilsen, working through the Urban Planni ng and
Development Institute of the City of Pilsen, joined th e REURIS
international project in 2008. Pilsen will address the issue of how

to restore and enhance the potential of the city’s river banks in

collaboration with its partners from the cities of Brno (Czech
Republic), Leipzig and Stuttgart (Germany), and Kat owice and
Bydhost (Poland). Land use development studies to re  vitalise the

Uslava, Uhlava, Radbuza, and Mze will be drafted by = 2011. These

overarching land use policy documents will incorpor ate and
respect the detailed land use studies and projects already in
place that deal with specific localities along the banks of the

city’s four rivers.

Key principles for the revitalisation of Pilsen’s ri ver
valleys
A vision document entitled “The Revitalisation of P ilsen’s River

Valleys — the Uslava River” has been submitted for app  roval to
the City Board of Pilsen. It follows up on a previo  usly drafted

conceptual design for sport and recreational paths in the river
valleys (greenways). This is the first of a series of conceptual
designs which should become a land use planning pol icy

document. The conceptual design lays down the key p rinciples to
be observed in revitalising watercourses in built-u p urban areas,
as well as in an open landscape. In particular, the document
makes clear a preference for nature-friendly measur  es to more
technical interventions in the landscape; it also p romulgates the
ideas that rivers and streams need more space, the natural
inundation of alluvial plains should be allowed, an d minor stream
beds should be restored and their underground chann elling
should be avoided. Furthermore, artificial elevatio n of the natural



terrain for new building development in active floo d zones should
be prevented. Last but not least, the document reco  mmends the
replenishment of the plant cover on the banks and t he provision
of supplementary plants along the watercourses, and that the
retention capacity of the landscape should be incre ased hy
employing the various elements of a territorial sys tem of
ecological stability (e.g. wetland plant communitie S).

The Uslava — a remarkable river landscape

The river Uslava originates in the Blatna Downs, ont  he eastern
slope of Drkolna, at 637.24 m above sea level. The  watercourse
covers a distance of 96.26 kilometres, of which the last 10.5
kilometres run through Pilsen. Near the picturesque Church of St.
George in the city district of Doubravka, the Uslav  a river flows
into the Berounka (at 296 metres above sea level). A top the hill
where the Church of St. George is situated today th  ere was
probably a primeval settlement in the late Bronze A  ge. This
locality at the confluence of the Uslava and the Ber  ounka rivers is
one of the first places to be settled in what is to  day the city of
Pilsen.

The purpose of drafting the study for the revitalis ation of the
Uslava river banks was to assess the alluvial plains in terms of
urban planning (particularly from the perspective o f functional
use set down in the City of Pilsen Master Plan), as  well as nature
and landscape protection and flood control measures in the rural
zone. The previously drafted study for sport and re creational
paths in Pilsen’s river valleys, which this document further
corroborates, showed that pedestrians, cyclists, an d other non-
motorists need the combined paths and that they are popular.
The radial layout of the sport and recreational pat  hs in Pilsen’s
river valleys provides convenient and safe connecti ons between
the various city districts. The study for the revit alisation of the
Uslava river banks also earmarks locations suitable for sport and
relaxation activities and facilities along these pa  ths. The rivers
and their alluvial plains form natural biocorridors of the regional
system of ecological stability, while also being lo cated in active
flood zones. Therefore, we must find a way to respe ct the
legislation on nature protection and water manageme nt and, at
the same time, to unveil the beauty of the river la  ndscape and tap
its remarkable potential for active recreation.
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The confluence of the Uslava
and Berounka at the Church

of St. George — an important
cultural site

Embankment on the river
Radbuza with a view of the
Museum of West Bohemia

The river Uslava in the city
district of Bozkov
For further
information please
contact
Revitalisation of Urban

River Spaces (REURIS)
WWWw.reuris.gig.eu

Urban Planning and
Development Institute of
the City of Pilsen
Skroupova 5

305 84 PILSEN

Czech Republic
http://ukr.plzen.eu/
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Ing. Pavlina Cervena
cervenap@plzen.eu
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